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About Welcoming Week 
Welcoming Week is an annual campaign and celebration to 
showcase the movement of communities striving to be more 
welcoming places for all, including immigrants. Launched in 2012 
by Welcoming America and its members, Welcoming Week 
provides individuals and communities the opportunity to proclaim 
welcoming values through events and local initiatives that foster 
mutual understanding between immigrants and non-immigrants, 
as well as deeper belonging for all. 
 
Celebrating the 10th anniversary of Welcoming Week 
This year, Welcoming Week celebrates its 10th anniversary. 
What started as a small collection of events in U.S. communities 
has since expanded to reach more than 400 events annually 
across the world, signaling the broad commitment to welcoming 
values. During the week, we recognize and celebrate the people, 
places, and values that ensure everyone feels welcome and 
belongs in our communities, no matter where they come from. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why the butterfly?  
The butterfly, specifically the monarch butterfly, has become  
a symbol that represents the courage and resiliency of the 
immigrant community. We selected the butterfly as the theme  
for our welcome notes to remind newly arrived immigrants in  
San Diego that they are welcome in our city.  


